Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 0 1 STATE 1 1 708 1 TOSEC 040397 

ORIGIN SS-25 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 CCO-00 /026 R 

DRAETED BY S/S:PTARNOFE:GJK 
APPROVED BY S/S:TARNOEE 
DESIRED DISTRIBUTION 
S,D,P,AE,S/S ONLY 

202336Z II4I38/75-6I 

Z 20232IZ MAY 77 ZFE6 
EM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY LONDON ELASH 
INEO AMEMBASSY MAPUTO FLASH 
USDEL SECRETARY IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE IMMEDIATE 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 1 17081 TOSEC 040397 

EXDIS;MAPUTO/MAYNES;SECRETARY EOR SPIEGEL; BELGRADE/VP-LAKE 
E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS:PEOR, RH, UK 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY VANCE’S RESPONSE TO DR. DAVID OWEN 

REF: LONDON 8438 

FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OE THE SECRETARY'S RESPONSE TO 
DR. OWEN’S MESSAGE CONTAINED IN REFTEL. PLEASE DELIVER 
IT IMMEDIATELY TO DR. OWEN AS SOON AS HE IS AVAILABLE. 

QUOTE: DEAR DAVID: 

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR MESSAGE ON DEVELOPMENTS AT THE 
MAPUTO CONEERENCE. I HAVE BEEN EOLLOWING THAT CONEERENCE 
AND HAVE NOTED THE EACT THAT IT IS TURNING OUT TO BE A 
MUCH MORE MODERATE AFEAIR THAN WE HAD ANTICIPATED WHEN 
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WE DISCUSSED THE MATTER FART TER THIS MONTH AND AGREED TO 
TAKE A COMMON POSITION AMONG THE LIVE. WHILE A EINAL 
DRAET CONEERENCE DOCUMENT IS, I UNDERSTAND, NOT YET 
AVAILABLE, CHANGES THAT ARE BEING RENDERED, AT THE 
INSISTENCE OE MODERATE AFRICANS, SEEM TO BE DESIGNED TO 
ACCOMMODATE WESTERN INTERESTS. 
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GIVEN THAT DEVELOPMENT, I BELIEVE IT IMPORTANT THAT 
WE NOT ABANDON WHATEVER POLITICAL ADVANTAGE WE HAVE 
GAINED WITH THE AFRICANS IN AGREEING TO PARTICIPATE IN 

THE MAPUTO CONFERENCE BY DISASSOCIATING OURSELVES TOTALLY 
FROM ITS FINAL DOCUMENTS. I UNDERSTAND THAT CANADA, 

FRANCE AND THE ERG FAVOR AGREEMENT ON A PARTIAL 
DISASSOCIATION FROM THE CONFERENCE DOCUMENTS. IN FACT, 
THERE IS MUCH IN THOSE FINAL DOCUMENTS WHICH REFLECT 
WESTERN VIEWS AND WESTERN APPROACHES TO THE PROBLEMS OF 
RHODESIA AND NAMIBIA. I BELIEVE IT WOULD BE WISE IF OUR 
STATEMENTS ON THOSE DOCUMENTS SIMPLY REFLECT THAT 
SITUATION. I UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE YOUR CONCERNS BUT 
BELIEVE THAT THE VIEWS OF OUR REPRESENTATIVES ON THE 
GROUND SHOULD BE GIVEN WEIGHT IN ARRIVING AT A DECISION 
IN OUR MUTUAL INTERESTS. I HAVE ASKED OUR 
REPRESENTATIVES TO CONTINUE TO WORK WITH THE DELEGATIONS 
OF THE FIVE TO MAINTAIN A COMMON POSITION AND IN THAT 
SPIRIT TO SUGGEST ALTERNATIVE LANGUAGE. I URGE THAT YOU 
GIVE THIS FURTHER CONSIDERATION. 

CYRUS VANCE UNQUOTE. CHRISTOPHER 
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